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After the 
Monkey CArrels
A look At how And where students 
MIGht study In the new sAwyer lIbrAry
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The New Sawyer Library, slated to open in 2011, will be 

a “learning commons,” with space for individual as well as 

collaborative scholarly pursuits. who better to determine 

how best to set up and furnish that space than the people 

who will be using it every day? students and others are now 

experimenting with all kinds of configurations at test sites 

in the existing library, and their feedback will help planners 

choose everything from lighting to furniture to the height of 

the (potentially movable) walls.

For more information, visit http://library.williams.edu/newlibrary/
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Education and reflective of our place in 
the Middle East,” Widmer says. 

As was the case at Deerfield, athletics 
are emphasized in the afternoon, a tradi-
tion with which many Middle Eastern 
boys, let alone girls, are unfamiliar. 

(Some girls joined the swim team just to 
learn how to swim.) Rules governing the 
relations between boys and girls are far 
stricter than they are at Deerfield—no 
holding hands, no kissing, and no visiting 
each other’s dorms.

Other Deerfield traditions were “pla-
giarized freely,” according to Widmer, 
including the dining experience, where 
students eat family style and take turns 
waiting tables. It’s another adjustment for 
some of the students—children of royalty, 
prominent politicians and business-
men—who aren’t used to New England 

egalitarianism. One girl, when told she 
would be expected to clean up her room, 
asked if she could have her maid from 
home come and do it. For other students, 
homework was a novelty.

“The tough, even-handed lifestyle 
at King’s is a harsh 
awakening for many 
of them,” says 
Margot Robinson, 
who is spending the 
year between her 
Deerfield graduation 
and her first semester 
at Williams lead-
ing math tutorials 
for King’s Academy 
students, working 
with the theater 
group, and serving 
as a dorm proc-
tor. “Realizing that 
these reactions come 
from the values that 
they have grown up 
with, we have had 
to slowly teach them 
what we at King’s 

value the most—hard work, coopera-
tion, and respect for others.”

King Abdullah insisted on transplant-
ing another aspect of Deerfield to his 
school—financial aid. With tuition at 
$28,000 U.S. for full boarders, $25,000 
for weekday boarders and $16,500 for 
day students, the academy is “com-
mitted to have at least a third of our 
students also receiving need-based assis-
tance,” Widmer says. 

The King already has visited several 
times and is terribly proud of the school, 
Widmer says. Next year, it is likely that 

his son, Crown Prince Hussein, will be 
enrolled.

As for Widmer, he is making the transi-
tion from starting a school—with all the 
requisite traveling and recruiting—to 
again running one. But this time around, 
there’s a student newspaper to start and 
name. A yearbook needs to be launched. 
A school rival needs to be found.

“We may appropriate the history of 
Deerfield and pretend it is our own,” 
Widmer says. “But we know it really 
isn’t. On the other hand, there is a certain 
freedom—a release—from the inertia of 
history when one is founding a school.” ■

Kate Stone Lombardi ’78 is a freelance 
writer based in Chappaqua, N.Y., and a 
frequent New York Times contributor.

Another Eph making her mark in education in the Middle East—albeit from Washington Square 
in Manhattan—is Mariët Westermann ’84, who was recently named vice chancellor of the new Nyu 
abu dhabi. Westermann has been the Judy & Michael Steinhardt director and professor of art history 
at Nyu’s institute of Fine arts since 2002. She is a scholar of painting, particularly in the Netherlands, 
her native country, and is the author of several books on dutch art.

in her role as vice chancellor, which brings her to abu dhabi frequently, Westermann says she 
is “especially thrilled to be working alongside such world-class institutions as the Louvre and the 
Guggenheim.”

the campus is to open in fall 2010, with 2,000 students from the Middle East, South and central 
asia, and Europe expected to enroll.

Abu Dhabi via the Big Apple

From Deerfield to the Desert
Eric Widmer ’61 is no a stranger to the 
Middle East. he was born in beirut, where his 
father taught at international college and his 
mother was a dean at american university of 
beirut. he graduated from deerfield in 1957 
and studied French, German, and russian 
at Williams, followed by chinese, Japanese, 
Mongolian, and Manchu at harvard. (he’s now 
learning arabic alongside his students at King’s 
academy.)

before becoming deerfield’s headmaster in 
1994, Widmer spent 25 years on the faculty of 
brown university—15 of them as a dean—
where he met his wife, Meera viswanathan, an 
associate professor of comparative literature 
and East asian studies. viswanathan was 
instrumental in designing the curriculum at 
King’s academy and currently is serving as an 
English teacher and dean of the faculty while 
she’s on leave from brown.

Above: An American teacher (right) chats with a Jordanian student and his father. 
At right: Just like their counterparts at Deerfield, students take turns waiting tables 
during meals.










